
Thank you for the opportunity to comment directly to the EPA Na8onal Environmental Jus8ce Advisory 
Council on the long-awaited release of the EPA cumula8ve impacts framework.  

We are wri8ng on behalf of Coming Clean (Home — Coming Clean, Inc. (comingcleaninc.org), a coali8on 
of environmental health, community, environmental jus8ce and advocacy groups that work towards 
health protec8ve chemical policies as reflected in  the Louisville Charter for Safer Chemicals. Our 
Cumula8ve Impacts and Mandatory Emissions Reduc8on Team (Cumula8ve Impacts and Mandatory 
Emissions Reduc8ons Team — Coming Clean, Inc. (comingcleaninc.org) has been mee8ng for over two 
years to engage and encourage agencies to develop and implement prac8ces and decision-making that 
protect and reflect real life experiences in frontline and other highly impacted communi8es.  

We appreciate EPA’s request to the NEJAC to work on cumula8ve impacts, and we look forward to 
reading the NEJAC cumula8ve impacts workgroup’s recommenda8ons.  

You have specifically requested comments on the charge.  The charge is appropriate to establish a large 
scope of work and should ensure that the NEJAC Cumula8ve Impacts workgroup will not be limited in its 
ability to provide ac8onable and comprehensive recommenda8ons. Our (Coming Clean - Cumula8ve 
Impacts/Mandatory Emissions Reduc8on) team urges the NEJAC Cumula8ve Impacts workgroup to, in 
addi8on to conduc8ng its own analyses as laid out in the charge, also look into op8ons within EPA that 
bring a broader perspec8ve and addi8onal disciplines. This ensures that the NEJAC Cumula8ve Impacts 
workgroup’s recommenda8ons to address and assess cumula8ve impacts are comprehensive. 

We support adop8ons of a strong, ac8on-focused cumula8ve impacts framework by EPA, the agency 
commiVed to developing and releasing a framework in its Equity Ac8on Plan. The Biden administra8on 
further pressed EPA to do so in his Execu8ve Order 14096: Revitalizing Our Na8on’s Commitment to 
Environmental Jus8ce for All earlier this year. Therefore, EPA must demonstrate a clear policy direc8on 
and ar8culate it in the public sphere in a strong engagement process so that EPA’s work moving forward 
actually fulfills these direc8ves and results in reduced toxic exposures in frontline communi8es. 

We support movement toward implementa8on of cumula8ve impacts prac8ces and away from the 
reduc8onist approaches of tradi8onal human health risk assessment. We are concerned about what we 
have seen so far from EPA in the Cumula8ve Risk Assessment Planning and Problem Formula8on 
document released last spring. We provided comments to EPA voicing our concern for the undue 
emphasis on screening proposals out of comple8ng assessments with a cumula8ve lens rather than 
focusing on to what extent and how these might be accomplished.  

We are concerned that EPA has not yet recognized that the fundamental approach to assessing and 
addressing cumula8ve impacts will not be the same as the approach to assessing risks from single 
chemicals based on use of a quan8ta8ve dose-response curve. For too long, tradi8onal risk assessment 
has allowed more and more increases of toxic exposures to Environmental Jus8ce communi8es with no 
end in sight. Tradi8onal risk assessment does not reflect anyone’s exposures nor does it support 
reduc8ons in dispari8es of chemical burdens in historically disinvested communi8es. 

We support the extension of EPA’s cumula8ve impacts work into its regulatory programs. It is way past 
8me for environmental decision-making to reflect considera8on of mul8ple chemicals, mul8ple sources 
of pollu8on, and exis8ng health and social stressors and burdens. The current system does not protect 
people and is overly expensive, 8me-consuming, and burdensome for everyone.  

https://www.comingcleaninc.org/
https://comingcleaninc.org/louisville-charter/endorse
https://comingcleaninc.org/projects/ci-mer
https://comingcleaninc.org/projects/ci-mer
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/equity-action-plan
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/04/21/executive-order-on-revitalizing-our-nations-commitment-to-environmental-justice-for-all/


We urge NEJAC to press EPA to release a strong, comprehensive cumula8ve impacts framework. We are 
ready and able to engage with you in this work, provide comments, and advance system change. 

Commenters thank NEJAC for this chance to communicate our concern with the delay on EPA’s 
movement toward a regulatory system informed by cumula8ve impacts analyses and we strongly urge 
EPA to move forward. We truly appreciate all that the Biden administra8on, the EPA, the NEJAC, and the 
WHEJAC are doing to advance work on the many complex issues related to achieving jus8ce. 

Signed, 

Kathleen A. Cur8s, LPN - Moms for a Nontoxic New York (MNNY) 

Xavier Barraza - Los Jardines Ins8tute 

Juan and Ana Parras - Texas Environmental Jus8ce Advocacy Services 

Monica E. Unseld, Ph.D. - Un8l Jus8ce Data Partners  

Celeste Flores - Clean Power Lake County 

Tianna Shaw-Wakeman - Black Women for Wellness 

Bobbi Wilding, MS - Clean+Healthy 

Mayra Reiter - Farmworker Jus8ce 

Dave Arndt – Locust Point Community Garden 

Ronald H. White, MST - Individual Consultant 

Yolanda Whyte - Ethical And Respecgul Treatment of Humans  

Jeff Gearhart - Ecology Center (Michigan) 

LiseVe Van Vliet - Breast Cancer Preven8on Partners 

Beto Lugo Mar8nez - Rise4EJ 

Ted ScheVler - Science and Environmental Health Network 

Pamela Miller - Alaska Community Ac8on on Toxics 

Jonathan Kalmuss-Katz - Earthjus8ce 

Jessica Varner, PhD - Individual 

Mily Trevino Sauceda - Alianza Nacional de Campesinas, Inc.  

 

 

 

 


